Alabama State Board of Auctioneers
2777 Zelda Rd
Montgomery, AL 36106
Phone: 334-420-7235
Fax: 334-263-6115
Email: auctioneers@alstateboard.com
Website: www.auctioneer.alabama.gov

MINUTES
Board Meeting
June 25, 2024

The Alabama State Board of Auctioneers met on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., at the Board’s
office located at 2777 Zelda Road in Montgomery. The meeting was advertised on the Board’s
website, www.auctioneer.alabama.gov, and the Secretary of State’s website, www.sos.alabama.gov,
in accordance with the Alabama Open Meetings Act.

Members in attendance were Mr. Mike Fisher (Board Chair), Mr. Chad Curvin (Vice Chair), Ms.
Angella Morgan (member), Mr. Randall Grissett (member), Mr. Keith McDaniel (member) and Mr.
Scott Barnes (member) and Mr. Russ Wood (new member). Member absent was Mr. Chip Pearce
(member). Also in attendance were Mr. Keith Warren (Executive Director), Mr. Cameron Elkins
(Legal Counsel), Ms. Hope Childers (Board Administrator), Mr. Mike James (Investigator), Ms. Karen
Harlow (Legal Assistant), Ms. Angela Warr (Executive Assistant) and Ms. Renee’ Reames (recording
secretary).

Chairman Fisher called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. and welcomed new member, Mr. Russ Wood,
and others present at the meeting. Mr. Warren administered the oath of office to new member, Mr.
Russ Wood. Mr. Warren called the Board member roll and indicated that a quorum of the members
was present to conduct business. A word of prayer was given by Mr. Curvin and the pledge of
allegiance was recited by attendees. Mr. Warren read aloud the opening statement concerning Roberts
Rules of Order and the Alabama Open Meetings Act. The travel expense reports were submitted by
the members and accepted by the Board.

Approval of Meeting Agenda: Chairman Fisher called for a motion to accept the meeting agenda. Mr.
McDaniel made a motion to approve the June 25, 2024, meeting agenda as presented. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Board, with Chairman Fisher voting only
in case of a tie vote.

Approval of Minutes: Chairman Fisher reported that a copy of the minutes from March 5, 2024,
regular meeting was distributed to the members prior to the meeting for their review. A correction was
made to the minutes in the third paragraph adding the word for to read Chairman Fisher called for a
word of silence...
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MOTION: Mr. Curvin made a motion to approve the March meeting minutes as amended. The motion
was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and unanimously approved by the Board.

Executive Director Report: Mr. Warren presented the Executive Director’s Report. He commented
on members’ requests to attend Board meetings virtually and asked that notifications be received as
soon as possible to allow timely posting of Zoom access on the Board’s website and Secretary of
State’s website. The Board discussed making modifications to the Board’s rules to indicate a 7-day
notice.

Mr. Warren reviewed the financial activities of the Board for the period ending May 31, 2024 (report
available in the Board’s official Book of Minutes). He reported that the Board’s expenditures were
limited to the amount of cash available and were not to exceed the annual appropriated budget amount.
He reported that the new CFO, Mr. Brannon Littleton, would be preparing a more detailed financial
report at the next meeting.

MOTION: Mr. McDaniel made the motion to accept the Executive Director’s financial report as
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Barnes and unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. Warren reported on the current number of licensees (#702), to include examination statistics, and
a list of new licenses that had been issued. He indicated that annual renewal of licenses would begin
in July, in advance of licenses expiring on September 30", He also reported on the status of complaints
received in FY 2024, along with other activities performed by the staff since the last Board meeting
held in March.

MOTION: Mr. Curvin made the motion to ratify the approval of new licenses issued since the last
Board meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Board.

Request for Articles for Board Newsletter:
Mr. Warren reported on articles received for the Board’s upcoming newsletter, which was planned for
release in late summer.

Legal Counsel Report: Mr. Cameron Elkins presented the Investigative Committee (IC)
recommendations concerning complaint submitted to the Board (report available in the Board’s official
Book of Minutes).

Close case due to no jurisdiction — Case 2024-004.

Close cases as unfounded — Cases 2024-005 and 2004-008.

Close cases with letters of concern — Cases 2024-006 and 2024-007.

Allow Board’s attorney to resolve — Case 2024-001.

MOTION: Mr. McDaniel made the motion to accept the IC recommendations as presented. The
motion was seconded by Ms. Morgan and approved by the Board, with Mr. Curvin and Chairman
Fisher recused from voting having served on the IC regarding some of the cases. It was noted that Mr.
Pearce also served on the IC regarding these cases.

Investigative Committee (IC) Participation: The Board discussed members of the Board serving on
the IC. Mr. Curvin agreed to serve in matters related to non-online auction complaint cases. Mr.
Barnes agreed to serve in matters related to online auction complaint cases and commented on the
complaint form being modified to reflect unlicensed auctioneers and companies. The Board discussed
the growing practice of online auction and expressed concern about protecting the public. Chairman
Fisher appointed Mr. Curvin and Mr. Barnes to serve on the IC related to cases as discussed.
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Update on Association Activities: Chairman Fisher reported that the Association was higher-than-the
national average concerning licensee membership, with approximately 33% of the State’s licensees as
members. He invited the Board to attend the Association’s annual meeting and CE training scheduled
in September in Gulf Shores.

OLD BUSINESS

Examination Study Guide: Mr. Warren reported that Mr. Sorensen with PROV plans to provide an
examination outline which could be used to create an examination study guide, should the Association
be interested in creating this guide for new applicants.

He also reported that he planned to speak at the Troy University Auctioneer School in Dothan in July
when classes were scheduled to begin.

NEW BUSINESS

Board Public Relations Plans: Chairman Fisher commented on the presentation by Ms. Nincy with
Communications 24, regarding the 2-year marketing plan proposed at approximately $50,000 annually,
and he expressed concerns about the media component being performed by Communications 24°s
subcontractor. He indicated that the State Association would like to submit a proposal and asked about
the Board creating specifications for marketing proposals.

MOTION: Ms. Morgan made the motion to prepare RFP specifications on the Board’s marketing plan.
The motion was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and unanimously approved by the Board.

Proposed Rule Changes: Mr. Warren reported that he and Mr. Elkins had worked on developing rules
regarding an online auction firm license. The Board discussed requiring a principal/responsible party
in the online auction company to register and the responsible party would be referred to as agent(s),
which could be more than one agent affiliated with the online auction firm, and that the agent(s) would
be required to complete continuing education. The agent(s) of the online auction firm license would
not be required to take the examination, and no apprenticeship licenses associated with the firm license
would be allowed. The Board discussed timely notification about any changes at the firm regarding
the agent(s)/responsible party and the online auction company’s compliance with the Board’s rules
concerning advertising, maintaining escrow accounts, etc.

Mr. Elkins presented the proposed changes to the Auction definition. The Board discussed the
following changes to the Auction definition, to include non-sales with the intent to be sold, auction
and public sale as Board jurisdiction:  any public sale of property or goods, which includes any
chattels, goods, merchandise, real or personal property or commodities of any form or type which may
lawfully be kept or offered for sale in any manner, whether in person, via written offers or bids, or
online, when offers or bids are made by prospective purchasers and the property is intended to be sold
to the highest bidder. (replaces Rule 150-X-1-.01(2)).

Public Sale: all members of the community (1) have an opportunity to publicly bid, (2) are sufficiently
notified of the time, place, and collateral to be sold and (3) have access to the location of the sale and
the collateral.

MOTION: Mr. Barnes made the motion to authorize the Board’s legal counsel to make the changes to
Rule 150-X-1-.01 as discussed and proceed with the promulgation of the proposed Rule. The motion
was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. Elkins presented a new rule concerning the Board’s jurisdiction: The Board’s jurisdiction shall
extend to all auctioneers, auctions, auctioneering or the conducting of auction business, that either
occurs within and/or is located in this state and that are not either exempt from licensure by rule or
statute. In this state means that an auction satisfies one of the following criteria, (1) an auction was
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conducted within the borders of the state of Alabama, (2) the auctioneer is auctioning real or person
property located in the state of Alabama.

MOTION: Mr. Barnes made the motion to approve the new rule as discussed. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Grissett and unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. Warren inquired about creating a separate email address to receive complaints from the public
about online auctions, while auction businesses were transitioning into compliance with the Board’s
jurisdiction. He recommended, upon receiving a complaint, that a letter be sent initially to the
respondent and business notifying them about licensure requirements and this letter of concern would
not be disciplinary in nature. Mr. Warren reported that he anticipated that some of the complaints,
during this transition period, would be submitted anonymously.

MOTION: Mr. McDaniel made the motion to establish a new email address for online complaints and
these respondents were not subject to disciplinary action while the Board was promulgating rules. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Barnes and unanimously approved by the Board.

Election of Officers: Mr. Warren reminded the members that with the appointment of a new board
member, the election of Board officers was due.

MOTION: Mr. Grissett made the motion that the current slate of officers remain the same, with Mr.
Fisher as Board Chair and Mr. Curvin as Board Vice Chair. The motion was seconded by Mr. Curvin
and unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. Warren reported that the board officer position of Secretary was vacant.

NOMINATION: Mr. McDaniel nominated Mr. Randall Grissett as Board Secretary. The nomination
was seconded by Ms. Morgan. Mr. Grissett accepted the nomination to serve. There were no other
nominations from the floor and Mr. Grissett was approved by acclamation as Board Secretary.

OTHER BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Board Meeting: Chairman Fisher announced that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the
Board was Tuesday, July 13, 2024, at 9:00 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There was no further business by the Board and Chairman Fisher called for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: Mr. Curvin made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded by
Ms. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Board.

Chairman Fisher adjourned the meeting at 10:26 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mike Fisher
Board Chair

Keith E. Warren
Executive Director

Approved on Irr
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