Alabama State Board of Auctioneers
2777 Zelda Rd
Montgomery, AL 36106
Phone: 334-420-7235
Fax: 334-263-6115
Email: auctioneers@alstateboard.com
Website: www.auctioneer.alabama.gov

MINUTES
Board Meeting
March 5, 2024

The Alabama State Board of Auctioneers met on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., at the Board’s
office located at 2777 Zelda Road in Montgomery. The meeting was advertised on the Board’s
website, www.auctioneer.alabama.gov, and the Secretary of State’s website, www.sos.alabama.gov,
in accordance with the Alabama Open Meetings Act.

Members in attendance were Mr. Mike Fisher (Board Chair), Ms. Angella Morgan (member), Mr. Chip
Pearce (member), and Mr. Randall Grissett (member). Members absent were Mr. Chad Curvin (Vice
Chair), Mr. Keith McDaniel (member) and Mr. Scott Barnes (member). The Board had one vacant
term. Also in attendance were Mr. Keith Warren (Executive Director), Mr. Cameron Elkins (Legal
Counsel), Ms. Hope Childers (Board Administrator), Mr. Dennis Trammell (Investigator), Ms. Karen
Harlow (Legal Assistant), Ms. Angela Warr (Executive Assistant) and Ms. Renee’ Reames (recording
secretary). Chairman Fisher called the meeting to order at 9:06 am. Mr. Warren called the Board
member roll and indicated that a quorum of the members was present to conduct business.

Chairman Fisher called a word of silence in recognition of John D. Gray, who recently passed away.
Additionally, a word of prayer was given by Mr. Pearce and the pledge of allegiance was recited by
attendees. Mr. Warren gave the opening statement concerning Roberts Rules of Order and the Alabama
Open Meetings Act. Chairman Fisher welcomed everyone attending the meeting and travel expense
reports were submitted by the members and accepted by the Board.

Approval of Meeting Agenda: Chairman Fisher called for a motion to accept the meeting agenda. Mr.
Pearce made a motion to approve the March 5, 2024, meeting agenda as presented. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Grissett and unanimously approved by the Board, with Chairman Fisher voting only
in case of a tie vote or member recusal.

Approval of Minutes: Chairman Fisher reported that a copy of the minutes from November 14, 2023,
regular meeting and January 17, 2024 special/called meeting were distributed to the members prior to
the meeting for their review.

MOTION: Mr. Grissett made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes and approve the
November and January meeting minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Pearce and
unanimously approved by the Board.
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Executive Director Report: Mr. Warren presented the Executive Director’s Report, which included
the financial activities of the Board for the period ending February 29, 2024 (report available in the
Board’s official Book of Minutes). He also reported on the current number of licensees and
applications received by reciprocal state, to include a list of new licensees and a list of companies that
had been issued a single-day license. The Board discussed the single day license requirements and
associated license fee.

MOTION: Mr. Pearce made the motion to accept the Executive Director’s financial report as
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Grissett and unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. Warren reported on the number of complaints received during fiscal years 2023 and 2024, along
with the total amount of disciplinary fines assessed by the Board for the same period. He presented a
list of activities performed by the staff since the last regular business meeting held in November and a
status report on the complaints received for fiscal year 2021 through 2024. Mr. Warren reported that
the updated licensure examination was implemented January 1%, and he commented on the number of
apprentices and auctioneers who took, passed and failed the exams since the last Board meeting in
November (all reports available in the Board’s official Book of Minutes).

Board Public Relations Plan

Mr. Warren introduced Ms. Callie Nincy, COO with 24 Communications to present a plan for the
Board to promote licensing in the auctioneering field and changes in the law regarding online auctions.
Ms. Nincy reviewed media components of the project in design, content and media release. She
reported that analytics would be installed to monitor viewing volume and she discussed with the Board
a target population. She reported that 24 Communications did creative content, and they subcontracted
the marketing mentioning Google, Facebook and more grassroots social media. The budget for a media
company was discussed and potential partnership with the state Association in benefiting from public
awareness. The Board showed interest in creating a Board Facebook account in promoting
public/licensee awareness. The Board thanked Ms. Nincy for the presentation and she left the meeting.

Mr. Warren left the meeting at 10:05 a.m. due to a conflict in scheduling.

Ratification of Licenses:
MOTION: Mr. Pearce made the motion to ratify the approval of licensees as presented. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Grissett and unanimously approved by the Board.

Request for Articles for Board Newsletter:

Chairman Fisher reminded the members to submitted articles for the Board’s upcoming newsletter and
the following articles were mentioned as possible content: Online auctions and new law, recent
Attorney General’s Opinion, J.D. Gray tribute, and proposed rule changes. Chairman Fisher asked that
the articles be submitted to Mr. Warren prior to the June Board meeting.

Legal Counsel Report: Mr. Cameron Elkins presented the Investigative Committee (IC)
recommendations concerning complaint submitted to the Board (report available in the Board’s official
Book of Minutes). He reported that Mr. Pearce participated in the IC meeting and was recused from
voting on the cases.

Cases 2023-008, 2023-009 and 2024-0003 — IC recommendation to close the cases due to lack

of jurisdiction of the Board and the lack of rules in the matter of each case.

Case 2024-002 — IC recommendation to close the case as unfounded and no violations.
MOTION: Mr. Grissett made the motion to approve the IC recommendations as presented. The
motion was seconded by Ms. Morgan and unanimously approved, with Chairman Fisher voting and
Mr. Pearce recused from voting as a member of the committee.
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Rules Committee: Mr. Elkins reported the Rules Committee met and had no new business to present
at this time.

Update on Association Activities: Mr. Pearce reported on activities of the State Association to include
the February CE class, noting that it was well-attended and Mr. Warren was one of the presenters. He
reported that the summer CE class would be held in September 2024 in Gulf Shores.

Ms. Childers inquired about the Associations’ interest in developing an examination study guide. She
reported that the Association had created a study guide in the past and, with the updated examination
in use, an updated study guide may be needed. She reported that she would request a copy of the
questions from Mr. Warren for the Association to use in developing a study guide.

OLD BUSINESS ‘

Sunset Committee Update: Chairman Fisher reported that he had attended the Sunset Committee
meeting in mid-January and the Committee’s consideration to continue the Auctioneer Board after
receiving the AG’s Opinion, that was released in October 2023. Chairman Fisher stated that he had
reported to the Sunset Committee that the Board was pursuing a firm license concerning online
auctions, and the Sunset Committee had voted to continue the Board for four (4) years.

NEW BUSINESS

Ethics Commission — Statement of Economic Interest: Mr. Pearce reminded the members to complete
their Statement of Economic Interest for the prior year. Ms. Warr recommended that the members
contact her regarding any questions. Ms. Reames reported members currently on the Board, who
served any portion of the prior year, 2023, must complete the Statement by April 30, 2024. Each
member serving on the Board must complete a Statement of Economic Interest (SEI) each year they
serve on the Board. The SEI are completed online on the Ethics Commission website and SEI are
completed in arrears and the Ethics Commission was assessing fines if statements were not completed.

OTHER BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Board Meeting: Chairman Fisher announced that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the
Board was Tuesday, June 25, 2024, at 9:00 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There was no further business by the Board and Chairman Fisher called for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: Mr. Pearce made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded by
Ms. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Board.

Chairman Fisher adjourned the meeting at 10:32 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

(/

Approved on %%‘: 25, 204 AZ/ /rt @
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